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HIGH-RISK VIOLENT OFFENDERS — LEGISLATION 

527. Ms A. SANDERSON to the Attorney General: 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to keeping the community safe through tougher laws on 
high-risk violent offenders. Can the Attorney General outline to the house how this government’s high-risk 
offenders legislation will deliver on this commitment and help protect Western Australians from those who pose 
an unacceptable risk to the community? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY replied: 

I thank the member for Morley for her question. The High Risk Offenders Bill 2019 was introduced and second 
read into the Parliament today. I can best answer the member for Morley’s question by giving an example instead 
of talking in the abstract. I refer to a newspaper report of Saturday, 25 May this year that reported on the sentencing 
of one Raymond Phillips, who was charged with six offences. He had assaulted his partner. I will briefly read out 
the report — 

The woman was body slammed six times, had clumps of hair pulled out, was punched and kicked. As her 
mother went to fetch pepper spray, she was pushed into a bed frame, cutting her head. 

With a knife in one hand, Phillips then picked up his daughter in the other, while police pointed their 
Tasers at him. As he was tasered, Phillips dropped the baby, who was unharmed. But as he was arrested 
he headbutted one police officer and resisted another. 

During the sentencing process, Phillips had written to the judge saying, “Lock me up forever, because I’m going 
to kill someone when you let me out.” Addressing Phillips, the judge said — 

“You state you are concerned that you cannot and will not change, that you will always be consumed by 
rage and hate fuelled by alcohol and drugs and that you are concerned that you will end up killing someone 
if you’re released,” 

… 

But the judge also said her hands were tied by the maximum terms available to her for his crimes of 
aggravated assault, endangering life and assaulting police, … 

The judge jailed Phillips for over eight years before the judge apologised to him, saying that she could not imprison 
him for more. She apologised to him. With the passage of the High Risk Offenders Bill through this Parliament—
we hope it is supported by the opposition—this person would be a prime candidate. This legislation will work in 
the same way as the serious sex offenders legislation, which it replaces. Serious sex offenders will come under 
this legislation as well. So that there can be a continuing order for detention, an application can be made to the 
Supreme Court for the continuing detention of this criminal. 

Other people who would fall within the ambit of this legislation, for example, are members of outlaw motorcycle 
gangs. We know from the police that they are not gangs for riding motorcycles together; they are deeply entrenched 
criminal organisations. When one of these bikies is imprisoned for their violent crimes or their drug crimes, they 
will be assessed as to whether their loyalty remains to a criminal organisation upon release. If they are still a loyal 
member of an entrenched criminal organisation, it will be up to a Supreme Court judge to determine the likelihood, 
or otherwise, of that person committing a further serious criminal offence. We are expanding the Dangerous Sexual 
Offenders Act to bring into its capture not only sex offenders, but also those who commit violent offences in our 
community, because the McGowan Labor government is committed to two principles: firstly, reducing the number 
of victims in our community; and, secondly, protecting victims and the community at large from the likelihood of 
further violence by psychopathic criminals. 
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